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From our Execudive Headleacher

Dear Saint George's Parent,

Thank you for your support throughout a long and challenging term: we do not
take for granted your efforts in ensuring pupils are in school every day and
ready to learn. The Saint George's community was brought together in the
most challenging of circumstances at the start of the term. The response of
pupils, parents and staff, particularly within the secondary phase but also right
across the school, speaks volumes for the love people had and still have for
Blake. We are so very grateful to all of you who have taken the time to visit and
contribute to Blake's Go Fund Me page.

It is acts of generosity such as these, and the way in which people have
supported each other through difficult times, that gives us hope for the future
and confirms what we perhaps already knew; that the Saint George's
community is a genuine and caring community where all are known and
valued.

Finally, whether you have a faith or not, | urge you to look carefully at our
Chaplain, Louisa's prayer on page 2 of this edition. This again captures the
sense of hope that can and should take us into a new term and new year with
so much still to accomplish and look forward to.

With best wishes for a peaceful and happy Christmas season.

Mr Murphy
Executive Headteacher




Chaplain’y Update

This term through worship we have focused in on our value of Care - for ourselves, our
community and our world - and there have been some great examples of seeing this in
action.

The Values Ambassador team continues to grow through all phases and this term they have
been busy growing in their leadership skills and responsibilities. In the secondary phase
they conducted pupil voice research about how we show care in the form of fundraising
and have then put together a plan for our end of term project with Gravesham Sanctuary.
They have also been involved in delivering worship, sharing about diverse topics such as
the value of community, the importance of diversity and Disability awareness.

A number of Ambassadors from across the phases spoke with Governors about their role
and, along with our Head students from both phases, hosted and shared with Bishop
Jonathan on his visit to Saint George’s.

As well as sharing with our student leaders, Bishop Jonathan conducted a Community
worship, reminding us all of the real message and challenge behind this time of Advent.

Christian Union pupils have also helped us to reflect on the journey we take towards
Christmas by organising two special ‘pop-up’ reflective spaces for everyone to enjoy.

Earlier this term we marked Interfaith Week, with pupil led activities sharing their own faith
and beliefs with each other as well as time to reflect in worship celebrating our shared
community.

A highlight of the term for me has been the visit of Solutions Not Sides (SnS) to our Sixth
Form. We were joined also by students from our other Trust Sixth Forms for this day of
workshops. SnS specialise in educating around the conflict in the Middle East and brought
two peacebuilders to share with us their lived experiences of growing up in and working
for peace in Israel and Palestine. It was a significant day of growing in knowledge,
empathy and understanding about the complexities of the situation. It was also a challenge
to our students to think critically and build on conflict resolution skills.

As we all head into the break, which will hold many different activities and emotions for
each of us, my prayer is one of peace -

May ‘peace on earth’ begin in our hearts,
May it rise up unexpectedly and powerfully.
May ‘peace on earth’ flow out to our homes and neighbours,
May it echo through our words and actions.
May ‘peace on earth’ be a reality, not a dream,
As we celebrate in wonder the birth of the Prince of Peace.
Amen




Christmas Safeguarding Bulletin

Dear Parents/Carers,

We know that, sometimes, the festive season can provide additional challenges and as a result we are
including the attached link of additional support for general wellbeing during the winter months: -
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/xNoHHVhuD4xtZxuE?ref=Link

Looking after yourself

Be gentle and patient with yourself. It might help to think about what is best for your wellbeing
during Christmas and prioritise what you need.

Remind yourself that it won't last forever. You could set a 'start’ and 'finish' time for what you
count as Christmas.

Set your boundaries. Try to say no to things that aren't helpful for you.

Let yourself experience your own feelings. Even if they don't match what's going on around
you, they're still valid. For example, if you don't feel like celebrating Christmas when everyone
else does.

Take time out. Do something to forget that it's Christmas or distract yourself. For example, you
could watch a film or read a book that's set in the summer. Or you could try learning a new skill.
Let yourself have the things you need. For example, if you need to take a break instead of doing
an activity or need a little bit of quiet time.

“I don't really celebrate Christmas and always enjoy taking the day as time just for me, a whole day
of self-care and selfishness!”

Managing relationships

. Think about how to end difficult conversations. It's ok to tell someone you don't want to talk
about something, or to change the subject. It might help to practise what you'll say.

Suggest an activity or an easy way to move on if you want to help end an unwanted
conversation. For example, this could be playing a game or taking a screen break if you're on a
video call.

Talk about your plans. It might help to agree on things such as budgets or timings beforehand.
For example, you could agree not to give presents this year or decide a set amount to spend.

If other people don't seem to understand how you're feeling, you could share this
information with them. You could also think about writing down how you're feeling and
sharing this with them if conversations are difficult.

It's ok if there are people you don't want to see at Christmas. If you can't avoid spending time
with them, try to think of ways to keep a distance while you're there.



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/xNoHHVhvD4xtZxuE?ref=Link

Coping with money worries

It can be tough to cope with the financial pressures of Christmas. This can be especially difficult if
you're already struggling with money. And for many of us, rises in the cost of living will have made
things even harder. How you cope with the costs of Christmas will depend on your circumstances.
You might not find all these tips realistic. But it may help to try some of them:

. Access financial support. You could use the Turn2Us benefits calculator to work out what
support you're entitled to. Citizens Advice has information on how to get help if you're
struggling to pay your bills. And you could call Trussell Trust's free helpline for advice on
accessing financial support.

Make lists, plans or a budget. Noting things down can make them feel a bit more manageable
or help you think more clearly. Creating a budget could also help you feel more in control of
what you can spend.

Be open with others. It can be hard to talk about money. But being honest with others can help.
You may be able to agree ways to make Christmas plans free or low cost. Or they might be able
to offer other kinds of support. Step Change's festive support has information on talking to
other people about money worries.

Look for local offers or events. Local organisations, such as charities and community centres,
may have free or low-cost events for Christmas. Or they may be able to offer support with
things like gifts or food.

Look for free or low-cost items online. You may be able to find free items to use as gifts or
decorations online, for example through websites like Freecycle.

Try to avoid comparisons with the Christmas you see in adverts and social media. These often
do not reflect reality and can make us feel bad about ourselves. It may help to take breaks
from social media.

Be kind to yourself. Money worries can have a big impact on our mental health. They might
make us feel concerned, embarrassed, or angry. And they can affect our self-esteem. Try not
to blame yourself for your situation or how you're feeling about it.

Getting support

If you're struggling this Christmas, you may want to find support for your mental health. There are a
few ways that you can do this:

. Call Samaritans on 116 123 (freephone). Their English language line is always open.

. Text SHOUT to 85258. This is a free 24/7 crisis text service run by Shout.

. Contact Crisis Team via 111 option 2

For Immediate Safeguarding Concerns: -

o Please call The Front Door Team if you are concerned about the safety and wellbeing of a
young person 03000 411111 or 03000 419191 (out of hours)
Call 101 if you suspect a crime
Call 999 if there is a danger to life
Contact Crisis Team via 111 option 2 or via any ASE Department asking for Crisis Team

We would also like to remind you that Mr Cave, Lead DSL, and Mrs Alpnar, Deputy Lead DSL, are
available via:-
CaveE@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk AlpnarK@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk
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Support Services

Christmas can be a difficult time if you have lost a loved one, particularly when you are child.
Here are some links to some wonderful services that may be able to provide some support
and comfort to anyone who may be struggling.

Get help - free, 24/7, confidential mental health text support service | Shout 85258 (for
speaking with someone about anything)
Text 'SHOUT' to 85258 here for you 24/7

Papyrus UK Suicide Prevention | Prevention of Young Suicide

Call: 0800 068 4141

Text: 88247

Email: pat@papyrus-uk.org (for suicidal thoughts)

Then there is Childline | Free counselling service for kids and young people | Childline

Cruse Bereavement Care provides a range of free confidential support for adults and
children, as well as a list of organisations and sources of help relating to bereavement,
including other telephone hotlines. Visit the Cruse Bereavement Support website
here www.cruse.org.uk

Barnardo’s Child Bereavement Service www.barnardos.org.uk/get-
support/services/child-bereavement-service-general

Hope Again - www.hopeagain.org.uk

CHUMS - http://chums.uk.com/kent-bereavement-service

Winston’s Wish - www.winstonswish.org

Holding On, Letting Go - https://holg.org.uk/

Slide Away - wwuw.slideaway.org.uk

The Good Grief Trust - https://www.thegoodgrieftrust.org/

Untangle Grief - https://untanglegrief.com/

Child Bereavement UK - https://wwuw.childbereavementuk.org/

Sue Ryder - https://www.sueryder.org/grief-support/services/

Amparo - https://amparo.org.uk/refer/ (Telephone 03300889255)
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A Christmas Carol - 18t" November 2025

2

On Tuesday, 18" November, Saint George’s Year 10 students were lucky
enough to see a live performance of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.

The ever-brilliant Quantum Theatre Company performed a 60-minute
adaptation of the Gothic novella which students study as a core English
Literature text in their GCSEs. The cohort were enthralled by the fantastic
performance, and enjoyed watching the miserly protagonist, Ebenezer
Scrooge blossom into a generous and benevolent man. This was a fantastic
opportunity, and it was an incredibly beneficial way to help students
understand the story and provide a visual aid for the cohort.

Saint George’s look forward to welcoming Quantum back for next year’s
performance of the novella!




BFI Academy Event - 234 November 2025

On Sunday 23 November Saint George’s Year 13 students Amy
Gaymer and Sophie Painter (pictured above) had their BFI
academy film projects screened at a special screening event in
Folkestone.

The films were made on the October half-term as part of a special
event for young people to get into filmmaking.

Friends and family were invited to the screening and were amazed
by the quality of cinematic work on display. Both students got so
much from the experience and represented Saint George’s
amazingly! Well done!
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Year 7 Spelling Bee 2025

€
SPELLING

In a change to the usual format, this year ALL of our Year 7 students took part
in the Year 7 Spelling Bee! The first round of the competition took place in
English lessons, where students spelled 20 words of varying difficulty, with
the top spellers from each class progressing to the quarter-final.

The 26 students in the quarter-final were whittled down to 11 students who
took place in the semi-final, where students had to spell three incredibly
tricky words out loud in order to qualify for the final round.

The Spelling Bee Final took place on Friday 28t November in the school hall in
front of parents, carers, two of our newly recruited Literacy Ambassadors
and members of Saint George’s staff, with the judging panel consisting of
Miss Cunningham (Whole School Literacy Lead), Miss Sargant (Year 9 Raising
Standards Leader) and Miss Payne (Head of English).

The seven finalists competed in three exciting and challenging rounds. The
first round was a ‘Subject Key Terms’ round, where students each had to spell
three words they had been taught in Year 7 across the school curriculum. The
second round was the ‘Written’ round where students used mini white boards
to handwrite ten tricky words. The nail-biting competition culminated in a
tense final round consisting of students spelling as many words correctly as
they could against the clock.

A huge well done to our Year 7 Spelling Bee runners up: Charlie Gibson,
Thomas Thorne, Henris Remeikis and Yuvraj Suman.

Special congratulations
to our winners:

3dplace: OliKilcullen
2ndplace: Ethan Watson

Istplace: MeeraKaur
Randhawa




Grim Tales
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As part of a Young Writers competition in Term 6 of last academic
year, our Year 8, 9, 10 and 11 students wrote a mini-saga (a story just
100 words long), giving an old fairy tale a new and exciting twist.

Our students took traditional tales such as Cinderella, Little Red
Riding Hood and The Three Little Pigs, and rewrote them - telling the
stories from a different character’s perspective, changing the usual
endings, or introducing new and exciting characters and events.

The work of 84 of our students was chosen to be published in the
Young Writers short story collection - Grim Tales: Mischief and
Mayhem. Well done to everyone who took part in the competition!
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Literacy Ambassadors

We are pleased to announce that we have recruited ten Literacy Ambassadors
at Saint George’s!

Our ambassadors will work closely with our Literacy Learning Mentor, Miss
Luchford, and our Literacy Lead, Miss Cunningham, supporting the running
of literacy events such spelling bees and World Book Day, having a say in any
library-based competitions and initiatives, and helping with the smooth day-
to-day running of the library.

We are really excited to work with our newly appointed ambassadors this
year. A big thank you to Vinnie Packer and Layah Plumridge, who have
already done a spectacular job representing the school and the Literacy
Ambassadors by helping out at the Year 7 Spelling Bee.
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Literacy Dates for Your Diary

o National Story Telling Week - 2"d to 8t February 2026
o World Book Day - Thursday 5™ March 2026

o Year 8 Spelling Bee - Final on Friday 27" March 2026




Year 7 Netball Tournament - Monday 17t" November 2025

Saint George’s A Team - 1St Place

The A Team Position
Vs Meopham 5-0 Won

. GS Vs Northfleet 1-O Won
Adelaide Lovell Vs Dartford Science Tech 3-0
Olivia Parbery GK Vs Saint George’s B Team 3-0

Fearne Fry GS
Rihanna Tough GA ( captain)

Neave Parker WA
GD

Darlie-Beau Asbury

Ruby Storey C

Annalise Ukhueleigbe

Saint George’s B Team

Vs Meopham School 1-O Won

Erin Palmer GD Vs Dartford Science Tech 4-5
Lucy Blake WA

Hollie Dillon c Well done to all the players, especially
Summer Nash GA to Holly Dillon and Kitty Finlay for
GK making their debut for the school.

Kitty Finlay

Ira Dhillon WD

Adelaide Lovell GS




Year 9 Netball Tournament - Thursday 9t October 2025

Congratulations to the year 9 A Team who won all their matches and are tournament
champions.

The A Team The B Team

Ria Pannum GS Mia Clarke/Brooke Robinson GS
Danaya Stantcheva GA Sophia Head GA
Gracie Quigley WA Aoife Bircham-Bardury C/WA
Khaleesi Nash C (Vice Captain) Chelsea Johnson-Ajetomobi WA/C
Megan Goodayle GD Oluwafikunayomi Oni WD
Eva-Marie Simpson GK Christiana Ukhueleigbe GK/GD

Jasmine Mann/Harriet Richardson WD Trinity Weston C/GK
Ayooluwa Adebisi WD

Scores:

Won 5-0 us Saint George’s B Team

Won 6-0 vs Meopham A Team

Won 8-1us St John’s Catholic School B Team
Won 7-1 vs St John’s Catholic A Team




Brooke & Barret Cross Country at Cobham Hall - Friday 7t
November 2025

| Well done to all the runners who took part in the
# race for their fantastic efforts and a great result.
Running 3.1KM cross country is not for the feint
hearted! A huge congratulations to the Girls team
for winning the event against some very tough
competition including Sevenoaks Prep, Farringtons

¥ and other top performing schools.

Oliver Jones

Evan Kay

Eliza Salmon

Dexter Lock

Isla Harton

Nana Yaw Oheneasah
Ruby Storey

Rihanna Tough
Adelaide Lovell

Neave Parker

Max Everist

Seth Semanshia




Year 7, 8 and 9 Hockey Tournament

A fantastic victory for Saint George’s Hockey Team who were overall
winners and unbeaten in the recent Hockey Tournament.

A huge congratulations to all the players . Specific mentions to Irenose and
Kaylan in midfield, Evie Freeman and Rhianna Tough who were excellent in
defence and Hollie Dillon who also had a great tournament n midfield

Well done, Girls!

The Team
Evie Freeman

Rihanna Tough
Daisy Holmes
Neave Parker

Hollie Doodney

Hollie Dillon

Irenose Ojobo
Kaylan Mabb
Selin Karsandi
Paige Horton
Grace Storey
Ruby Storey

Position and

Goals Scored
Defence and
midfield
Defence and
midfield
2 goals
2 goals
3 goals
Attack
Midfield
Midfield
Attack 1 goal
Attack
2 goals
2 goals




Congratulations Saint George’s

Saint George’s have received four FFT National School Attendance
Awards for the 2024/2025 academic year.

We are proud of our attendance figures and are very grateful for
this recognition.
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National School Attendance Award National School Attendance Award

2024/25 Academic Year 2024/25 Academic Year

Saint George's C of E School Saint George's C of E School

Top 10% of similar FFT Primary Schools in England Top 25% of all FFT Primary Schools in England
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National School Attendance Award National School Attendance Award
2024/25 Academic Year 2024/25 Academic Year

Saint George's C of E School Saint George's C of E School

Top 25% of all FFT Secondary Schools in England Top 25% of similar FFT Secondary Schools in England




Careers

Term 2 has seen the return of the Career Guidance Meetings, Kent Choices and
our Careers Fair! We have launched Work Experience for Year 10 and 12 plus
some of our Year 8 students have enjoyed the GCHQ Christmas Challenge.

Career Guidance Meetings

We are delighted to welcome back Lis McGuire from Sunrise Careers
Guidance. Lis is currently meet all Year 12 students to start them thinking
about their Post 18 options and what the next steps look like. Lis will meet with
our Year 10 students shortly after Christmas.

KENT

Kent Choices c H o l c Es

Our Year 11 students have been working on their Kent Choices profiles
ensuring that they are ready to apply for their Post 16 places. Students have
been encouraged in PSHE class to develop strong personal statements.

Work Experience for Years 10 & 12

Work Experience was launched with Years 10 and 12 this term. Students have
been challenged to contact companies & organisations that they find
interesting to ask if they could complete their work experience with them
during the week beginning Monday 13" July. Please let us know if you can
offer a student a placement.

Support

Are you able to support our careers programme by speaking to our students
about your job, organisation or career journey? Students benefit from hearing
firsthand about different experiences. If you would consider supporting us,
even if it is a virtual conversation, please complete a Careers Support Form.

This can be found at:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbFcwWLEZQFhdwL4iCIBU37nk
2_EK8cxxaRmWI1g6B7J4knTcw/viewform



https://forms.gle/jKj3M5gzEttdneja6
https://forms.gle/jKj3M5gzEttdneja6
https://forms.gle/jKj3M5gzEttdneja6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbFcwLEZQFhdwL4iClBU37nk2_EK8cxxaRmW1g6B7J4knTcw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbFcwLEZQFhdwL4iClBU37nk2_EK8cxxaRmW1g6B7J4knTcw/viewform

Careers Fair - 10th December 2025

On Wednesday 10t December, Saint George’s hosted a Careers Fair
for our Year 10 to 13 students.

Students were asked to complete Worksheets to ensure that they
had questions to ask our exhibitors.

We were delighted to welcome 20 exhibitors who spoke to our
students about “Hidden Careers” within their organisations.

We are also thankful to Construction Youth Trust who ran a CV
clinic.
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GCHQ Christmas Challenge - 11t December 2025

GCH( )
&l Christmas

On Thursday 11" December a group of Year 8 students were
supported by some Year 12 students to complete the GCHQ
Christmas Challenge. The students worked through 7 puzzles to
reveal a hidden message.

Well done everyone!




Saint George’s Christmas Card Competition 2025

Thank you to all the primary and secondary phase pupils who took part in our
Christmas card competition this term.

Mr Murphy had the challenging task of selecting two designs for the 2025
Saint George’s Christmas Cards.

Congratulations to our winners Phoebe Parish (Year 6) and Sophie Jackson
(Year 13)!

A big well done to our runners up too:

Primary Phase: Kaira Newman (Year 1), Flynn Maharjan (Year 4), and Brook
Carroll (Year 6)

Secondary Phase: Ava Triggs (Year 7) and Mia Lawrence (Year 9)




The Olive Grove - Breakfast Menu

THE OLIVE GROVE
Breaktast Menu
3:00am - 8:30::111]l

DOUBLE BACON/SAUSAGE - £2.70

SINGLE BACON/SAUSAGE - £2.00
SAUSAGE McMUFFIN - £3.00
CHOC AU PAIN -£1.60
CROISSANT - £1.40
HASH BROWNS (2) - £1.00
TOAST (2) - £1.00
HOT CHOCOLATE - £1.20
TEA - 60P




The Olive Grove - Lunch Menu

= Saint George’s

5) Church of England School

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

CHICKEM TIKKA

SAUSAGE ROLL

LASAGME

CHINESE CHICKEN NOODLES

FISH FINGERS

RICE/MINI NAAN BREAD

POTATO WEDGES

GARLIC BREAD

MINI SPRING ROLL

CHIPS.

PEAS

BEANS

CARROTS

BROCCOLI

BEANS

ROASTED VEGETABLE TIKKA

VEGAN SAUSAGE ROLL

VEGETARIAN LASAGNE

VEGETABLE STIR FRY

VEGGIE BURGER

CHOCOLATE SPONGE

VANILLA SHORTEREAD

WHITE COOKIE

SYRUP PUDDING

ANGEL DELIGHT

MACARONI CHEESE

COTTAGE PIE

CHICKEN CASSEROLE

CHEESE & TOMATO PIZZA

BATTERED CODr

‘GARLIC BREAD

PEAS

MNEW POTATOES

POTATO WEDGES

CHIPS

CARROTS

CAULIFLOWER

GREEN BEANS

CORMNONCOB

BAKED BEANS

CHEESE &TOMATO PASTA

QUORN COTTAGE PIE

ROOT VEG CASSEROLE

ROASTED PEPPER PIZZA

VEGGIE NUGGETS

LEMON SPOMNGE /LEMON SALUCE

FLAPJACK/CUSTARD

BANANA & CUSTARD

DOUBLE CHOC COOKIE

JELLYPOT

WEEK THREE BBQ CHICKEN DRUMSTICK

SAUSAGE & TOMATO PASTA

SAVOURY MINCE

CHICKEN BIRYANI

BREADED FISHCAKE

10/11,01/12, WeDoES

‘GARLIC BREAD

ROASTPOTATOES

MINI NAAM BREAD

CHIPS

GREEN BEANS

PEAS

YORKSHIRE PUDDING/CARROTS

CAULIFLOWER

SPAGHETTI

QUORN CHIILI

ROASTED VEG PASTA BAKE

QUORN SAVOURY MINCE

ONION BHAII BURGER

VEGGIE WRAP

SPRINKLE SPONGE

BREAD & BUTTER PUDDING

FRUIT MOUSSE

ICED FINGERS

CHOC CHIP COOKIE




HAPPY NEW YEAR

Saint George s Chwrch of England School
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Dates for your Diary

Term 3

Monday 5% January Development Day

Thursday 8" January Paris Trip Parent Event

Tuesday 13" January Year 8 Parent Interviews (2)

Thursday 22"4 January Year 8 Parent Interviews (Y)

Tuesday 27" January Holocaust Memorial Service at Rochester Cathedral

Thursday 29t January Year 12 Parent Interviews

Tuesday 3 February Year 10 Parent Interviews

Friday 13t February Last Day of Term 3

Saturday 14™" to Sunday 15t | Disneyland Paris Trip
February

January February

SUN MON TUE WED THU SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT = SUN MON TUE WED THU
1 1 2 3 4 5 &6 1.2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2
4 5 6 7 8 8 9 10 11 12 13 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9
11 12 13 14 15 15 16 17 18 19 20 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16
18 19 20 21 22 22 23 24 25 26 27 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23
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Saint George’s \ Aletheia

Church of England School Academies Trust

Scan the QR Ok'=
code to book B
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Our incredible facilities are available to
book on evenings, weekends, and holidays

Whether you are looking for outdoor pitches, versatile drama
spaces, or dedicated areas for sports and learning, we have
the perfect space for your needs.

To book now scan the QR code at the top or contact: Prices start
) or on 01474 533 082 (ext. 3001) from £19 p/h




Scan to book

aEE

Whether you are hosting a team event, organising a
creative workshop, or planning a special gathering,
we offer versatile spaces to suit your needs. From
outdoor pitches to fantastic drama studios, we have
the perfect environment to bring your ideas to life.

Explore our range of spaces:
« Dance studio « 3G Multi Use Games Area

Drama studio « Classrooms
« Sports Hall « Primary and Secondary Hall

Saint George's Church of England School, Meadow Road, Gravesend, DA11 7LS
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